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convinced, to imbecility. You may derive thoughts from
others ; your way of thinking, the mould in which your
thoughts are cast, must be your own. Intellect may be
imparted, but not each man's intellectual frame.—
As little as I should wish to be always thus dragged
upwards, as little (or rather still less) is it desirable to be
stunted downwards by your associates. The trumpet
does not more stun you by its loudness, than a whisper
teases you by its provoking inaudibility.
Why are we never quite at our ease in the presence of
a schoolmaster ?—because we are conscious that he is
not quite at his ease in ours. He is awkward, and out
of place, in the society of his equals. He comes like
Gulliver from among his little people, and he cannot fit
the stature of his understanding to yours. He cannot
meet you on the square. He wants a point given him,
like an indifferent whist-player. He is so used to teach-
ing) that he wants to be teaching you. One of these
professors, upon my complaining that these little sketches
of mine were any thing but methodical, and that I was
unable to make them otherwise, kindly offered to instruct
me in the method by which young gentlemen in his
seminary were taught to compose English themes.—
The jests of a schoolmaster are coarse, or thin. They
do not tell out of school. He is under the restraint of
a formal and didactive hypocrisy in company, as a
clergyman is under a moral one. He can no more let his
intellect loose in society, than the other can his incli-
nations.—He is forlorn among his co-evals; his juniors
cannot be his friends.
441 take blame to myself," said a sensible man of the
profession, writing to a friend respecting a youth who
had quitted his school abruptly, " that your nephew was

